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Contacts
For more information on the CHNC, contact:

OECD CHNC Chair:
 Dr Sarah Rumble 
 Head of Programme
 New Chemicals Assessment Programme
 NICNAS - National Industrial Chemicals 
 Notifi cation and Assessment Scheme 
 Australian Government Department of Health 
 and Ageing 

 Email: sarah.rumble@nicnas.gov.au 

 Additional Key Contact Points:

Canada: Maya Berci, Environment Canada (EC)
(Maya.Berci@ec.gc.ca)

Japan: Daisuke Hirayama, Ministry of Economy, Trade 
and Industry (METI)
(hirayama-daisuke@meti.go.jp)

United States: Greg Schweer, US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
(Schweer.Greg@epa.gov)



 Vision

The OECD Clearing House on New Chemicals (CHNC), which encompasses the 
work previously done by the OECD Task Force on New Chemicals, was established 
in early 2009 to increase the effectiveness and effi ciency of national new chemical 
notifi cation and assessment regulatory systems. 

Comprising representatives of interested governments and the chemical industry, the 
activities of the CHNC work towards the vision of a sustainable world where:

• Governments can see, understand and accept each other’s assessment results 
aimed at protecting human health and the environment;

• Companies can submit one new chemical notifi cation to multiple jurisdictions 
and then market globally; 

• Governments and companies are more effi cient and effective in their activities 
related to new chemicals; and

• This world will be achieved within an “equivalence framework”, if applicable.

 Objectives

• The main objectives of the Clearing House are to:

• Share information on best practices and strengthen the collaboration of 
governments on issues of mutual interest to achieve common goals in the 
protection of human health and the environment;

• Enhance the exchange of information and work sharing by governments on new 
chemical notifi cations and assessments;  

• Streamline national New Chemicals notifi cation processes; 

• Promote consistency in defi nitions and approaches to new substances 
evaluations;

• Facilitate greater mutual recognition and sharing of assessments by 
governments; and

• Progress towards an ultimate goal of Mutual Acceptance of Notifi cations (MAN). 

 Membership

Membership in the OECD CHNC is open to OECD member and non-member 
countries who wish to work on an issue.  The aim of the CHNC is to include all 
countries that have or are considering developing or improving a regulatory program 
for the notifi cation and assessment of new chemicals.

Work Themes

Since the establishment of the Clearing House, delegates have focused 
their attention on enhancing the exchange of information and work 
sharing on new chemical notifi cation and assessments, and facilitating 
greater mutual recognition of assessments. This work has been divided 
into four Work Items:

• Work Item A: Parallel Process Implementation - Share and allow the 
common use of hazard assessments on new chemicals assessed 
under the Parallel Process by participating countries. 

• Work Item B: Defi nitions, Exemptions & Reduced Notifi cation 
Requirements - Develop common defi nitions and common 
approaches for substances, assessments, exemptions which are 
either exempt from notifi cation or subject to reduced regulatory 
requirements.

• Work Item C: Information Management - Scope out the 
requirements and possible software solutions for an affordable 
electronic system for creating multiple international notifi cation forms 
and for funding such a project.

• Work Item D: Outreach & Communications - Develop 
communication products for promoting the work of the CHNC and 
outreach with other governments, industry and international groups.

 Equivalence Framework
The equivalence framework referenced in the vision offers a new approach for 
jurisdictions that integrates the efforts of other countries. The framework, which is 
being elaborated, would offer an alternative for each country carrying out its own 
exposure and risk assessment and then comparing the outcome to what other 
countries have done. Under this concept, a country can use a scientifi c and risk-
based decision tree to assist in determining whether a separate or new exposure 
and risk assessment is necessary. The decision tree would be based on a scientifi c 
review of the degree of similarity of both the hazard and exposure assessment. If 
differences are not signifi cant, the reviewing country may have a justifi cation for 
using the results of another country.




